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Key Questions
• How can we measure the extent of the decline in 

America’s international influence?

• Why has American influence declined?

• What can be done to restore American influence?
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Diminished Global Regard 

Source: Pew Research Center, Global Attitudes Survey, 1999-2019
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Foreign Policy Accomplishment (1/3)
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Foreign Policy Accomplishment (2/3)
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Foreign Policy Accomplishment (3/3)
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Why Has American Influence Declined?
• Three Competing Explanations:

– The Fault is in Ourselves
– The Fault is in Our Policies
– The Fault is in Our Stars

• Our Explanation:
– Hubris Followed by Nemesis

• Success, overconfidence, overstretch, failure, retreat
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A World Order in Question
• These factors do not fully account for the depth and 

duration of the decline

• Vietnam proved only a brief drag on U.S. global standing
– In contrast, this century’s setbacks have caused Americans to 

question the basic tenents of US foreign policy

• The development of a rules-based international system 
has slowed, even reversed
– Trump’s attitude towards U.S. stewardship of the global order 

reflects many Americans’ resistance to globalization
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The Roots of American Anti-Globalism

• A significant number of 
Americans have come to 
feel that the liberal 
international order is not 
working for them:
– Decades of wage stagnation
– Increasing income disparity
– Declining social mobility

Source: Miles Corak, "Income Inequality, Equality of Opportunity, and Intergenerational Mobility," Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 27, No. 3, 2013
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What Can be Done to Restore American 
Influence?

• To again regain the collaboration of international 
partners, U.S. leaders must integrate American 
interests with those of the rest of the world

• U.S. leaders will need to practice competent statecraft, 
adopt prudent policies, and pursue realistically 
achievable objectives
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Leadership Abroad Can Be Sustained Only if 
America Retains Public Support at Home

• Antiglobalization attitudes are 
most deeply represented in a 
minority of Americans
– The Chicago Council on Global 

Affairs found that 7 in 10 Americans 
want an active role for America 
abroad

– But the Center for American 
Progress presents a more nuanced 
and less positive assessment

Source: John Halpin et. al., “America Adrift: How the U.S. Foreign Policy Debate Misses What Voters Really Want,” Center for American Progress, 2019
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