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Brazil Leading or Following Latin America in the 21st Century?

1. Brazil Leading or Following Latin America: What means “Leading”?
a) The  Global and the Regional Geopolitical System

2. What is Brazil? 
3. Brazil and Trade

a) Global Trader
b) Mercosul
c) FTAA

4. Brazil and International Security
a) Brazil at the OAS and at the United Nations

1) Non-Intervention as a principle
2) Brazil at MOMEP
3) Haiti
4) Venezuela
5) OAS Democratic Chart

b) Brazil and Nuclear Proliferation
5. Brazil and the COVID-19
6. Brazil and Climate Change
7. Is Brazil Leading or Following Latin America? 
8. Will Brazil be Leading or Following Latin America in the 21st Century? 



- A giant country: 
8,515,767 km2 (3,287,956 sq mi)
- Population: 210 Million
- GDP:  $1,878 Trillion (2019) $1,444 (2020)
- GDP PC:   $8,959 (2018)
- Gini: 53.3 (8th)

Argentina:    $ 519 Billion          (PC $ 11,658)
Chile:           $ 298.180 Billion     (PC $ 15,902)
Colombia:     $ 330.974 Billion     (PC $  6,642)

a country of contrasts

What is Brazil?
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Exports
• Export-oriented economy
• Dependent on the shipments of raw 

material (50 % of total) and manufactured 
goods (36 %). 

• Main exports: 
• soybeans and related soy products 

(17%l
• transport equipment and components 

(12 %) 
• Oil and oil products (13 %). 

• Main destinations: 
• China: 27 %

• U.S.: 12 %
• Argentina: 6 %
• Netherlands: 5 %
• Chile: 3 %



Trade Surpluses

• From 2001 to 2012 and 2015 to 2017 Brazil 
has reported trade surpluses, primarily due 
to high export of mining and agricultural 
products. 

• In 2018, the biggest trade surpluses were 
reported with China, the Netherlands, 
Argentina, Chile, Iran and Spain while the 
largest trade deficits were recorded with 
Germany, South Korea, Russia, 
Switzerland Algeria and France.



Brazil: A Peculiar 
View towards security

and 
Defense



• The Department of Defense’s 
enduring mission is to provide 
combat-credible military forces 
needed to deter war and protect 
the security of our nation. Should 
deterrence fail, the Joint Force is 
prepared to win. Reinforcing 
America’s traditional tools of 
diplomacy, the Department 
provides military options to ensure 
the President and our diplomats 
negotiate from a position of 
strength.  

• Today, we are emerging from a 
period of strategic atrophy, aware 
that our competitive military 
advantage has been eroding. We 
are facing increased global 
disorder, characterized by decline 
in the long-standing rules-based 
international order—creating a 
security environment more 
complex and volatile than any we 
have experienced in recent memory. 
Inter-state strategic competition, 
not terrorism, is now the primary 
concern in U.S. national security. 



• Brazil is a pacific country per 
tradition and conviction. It lives in 
peace with its neighbors. It runs its 
international relations, among 
others, by the constitutional 
principles of non-intervention, 
defense of peace, peaceful 
resolution of conflicts and 
democracy. This vocation toward 
the harmonious convivium, both 
domestically and externally, is part 
of the national identity and a value 
to be preserved by the Brazilian 
people.  



Generic characteristics: How the military sees itself

• Definitely, anti-communist. Yet…

ALDO REBELO
Minister of Defense

October 2, 2015 – May 12, 2016

Civilian Governance





A Major Dilemma: Climate Change and 
Deforestation



• 1950s: Juscelino Kubitsheck and 
Alliance for the Progress?

• Cold War: Non-non-Aligned!  
• 1980s Itaipu Dam 
• 1980s Nuclear non-Proliferation
• 1990s: FTAA/ALCA
• 1990s: MERCOSUL
• 1995 – Ecuador-Peru Conflict -

MOMEP 
• 2000: Meeting of South American 

Presidents
• 2004-2017 – MINUSTAH
• 2008: UNASUL-CODESUL

• World Trade Organization
• Venezuela humanitarian 

crisis
• Bilateral Agenda with the 

U.S.
• Climate Change/COP21
• The effects of the COVID!
• The effects of Bolsonaro

Brazil: a Benevolent Regional Leader? 



Defense Cooperation



Brazil under President Bolsonaro









Brazil Leading or Following Latin America in the 21st Century?

1. Brazil Leading or Following Latin America: What means “Leading”?
a) The  Global and the Regional Geopolitical System

2. What is Brazil? 
3. Brazil and Trade

a) Global Trader
b) Mercosul
c) FTAA

4. Brazil and International Security
a) Brazil at the OAS and at the United Nations

1) Non-Intervention as a principle
2) Brazil at MOMEP
3) Haiti
4) Venezuela
5) OAS Democratic Chart

b) Brazil and Nuclear Proliferation
5. Brazil and the COVID-19
6. Brazil and Climate Change
7. Is Brazil Leading or Following Latin America? 
8. Will Brazil be Leading or Following Latin America in the 21st Century? 
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